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and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
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TsPl This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, ciaims ^ J5 
IEI tended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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Basis of the report 
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Non^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



IntematiTJUW^pplication No. 

PCT/JP2003/012548 



I. Basis of the report 



| \. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-15 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



10, 13, 14 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-9, 11,12 



filed with the letter of 19 March 2004 (19.03.2004) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1-14 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



m , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages m 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
' the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. h . 

^ese™ents were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . wnicn 1S - 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
[~| furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ Hie statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages . 

| 1 the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



I-l This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since they have been considered to go 
5. I_l beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

and 70.17). 

♦* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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plication No. 

T/JP03/12548 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 
I I paid additional fees. 
I | paid additional fees under protest 
I | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

rwi This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
I 2. I2SJ not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

| 3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

I I complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

The subject matters of claims 1-14 are technically identical in the constitution comprising a 
■"communication interface" for allowing communication with other display devices and a "display section for 
displaying received images," wherein an "image display device" capable of mutually communicating with other 
image display devices exists (the matter in which the said "image display device" communicates with a server 
does not exist in claim 3, and the matter in which the said "image display device" communicates with a 'user 
Iterminal" does not exist in claim 4). • , T , , . 

However, the said common matter is disclosed in the document [JP, 1 1-196345, A (Masanobu Kujirada), 
21 July, 1999 (21.07.99), all pages, all drawings] cited in the ISR and the written opinion, and is not considered 
Ito be a special technical feature in the sense of the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 

(The "slave handset" described in the document allows content data such as images and control signals to 
be transmitted and received between the slave handset and another slave handset. Especially, see [0055].) I 

So, since no common matter considered to be a special technical feature in the sense of the second 
sentence of PCT Rule 13.2 exists in claims 1-14, it is considered that there are the following inventions having 
|no technical feature common to them. 

The subject matters of claims 1, 2 and 5-14 include an image display device capable of communicating 
|with a server or other image display devices and user terminals. 

The subject matter of claim 3 includes an image display device capable of communicating with other 
limage display devices and user terminals. 

The subject matter of claim 4 includes an image display device capable of communicating with a server 
|or other image display devices. 

Therefore, claims 1-14 do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention and are considered to include 
Ithree inventions. 



I 4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing mis report: 



all parts. 

|~1 the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 



1-14 YES 

NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-3,5-14 YES 

Claims 4 j^q 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims YES 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : JP, 1 1-196345, A (Masanobu Kujirada), 21 July, 1999 (21.07.99), all pages, all drawings 
Document 2: JP, 2000-41 198, A (International Business Machines Corp.), 8 February, 2000 (08.02 00) all 
pages, all drawings " J 

Document 3: JP, 2001-346199, A (Sony Corp.), 14 December, 2001 (14.12.01), all pages, all drawings 
Document 4: JP, 2003-18576, A (Sharp Corp.), 17 January, 2003 (17.01.03), all pages, all drawings 

Claim 4 

Document 1 cited in the ISR and the written opinion describes a technique in which content data such as 
image data are transmitted and received between a main phone (corresponding to a "server") and plural slave 
handsets corresponding to "image display devices". So, the subject matter of claim 4 does not appekr to involve 
an mventive step in view of document 1. Using a technique of communicating at different communication 
frequencies for avoiding the interference in radio communication is considered to be a matter obvious to a 
person skilled in the art. A person skilled in the art could have also established a storage section in a slave 
handset, as required. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-14 

None of documents 1-4 cited in the ISR and the written opinion describes or suggests the technique 
of an image display device (1) capable of communicating with an image-distributing server or plural image 
display devices and (2) also allowing two-way communication with a user terminal, which receives images 
from a server or another upstream image display device and transmits the received images as requested by 
another downstream image display device or a user terminal. 
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